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Well-being in Finnish society

Students’ study paths 
differentiate relatively 

late in Finland.

High level of trust 
among the 
population.

The happiest country
in the world in

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021.

Factors such as 

Perceived freedom  |  Honesty  |  Welfare  |  Good health  |  Generosity  |  Social support
Personal freedom  | Gross domestic product (GDP)  | Level of corruption 
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Trust in policymakers and other people in 
Finland is high

Data:
European 
Quality of 
Government 
Index 2021
www.gu.se/en
/quality-
government

http://www.gu.se/en/quality-government
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Educational system in Finland (1/2)
Doctoral degrees
Licenciate degrees
Universities

Master’s degrees
Universities

Bachelor’s degrees
Universities

Master’s degrees
Universities of Applied Sciences

Bachelor’s degrees
Universities of Applied Sciences

Matriculation examination
General upper secondary schools

Vocational qualifications*
Vocational institutions

*also available as apprenticeship training

Voluntary additional year of basic education

Basic education
7 – 16-year-olds
Comprehensive schools

Pre-primary education – 6-year-olds

Early childhood education and care (ECEC)0-
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Specialist vocational qualifications*

Further vocational qualifications*

0

1-2

3-4

6

8

7

Work 
experience

Work experience 3 years

ISCED – classification 2011
0 Early childhood education
1 Primary education
2 Lower secondary education
3 Upper secondary education
4 Post-secondary non-tertiary
education
6 Bachelor’s or equivalent
7 Master’s or equivalent
8 Doctoral or equivalent

Liberal adult education
Adult education centres
Folk high schools
Summer universities
Study centres
Sports institutes
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Educational system in Finland (2/2)

The Best Basic Education in the World 
 WEF, The Global Competitiveness Report, 2016-17

Top-Ranking Country in PISA 
 OECD PISA

Second Best Performing Higher Education Graduates 
 OECD Education at Glance 2016

Third Best in Innovation
 WEF, The Global Competitiveness Report, 2016-17
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Finnish higher education system is 
accessible
 The Finnish higher education system consists 

of 14 universities and 23 universities of 
applied sciences (polytechnics)

 Universities 
– scientific research and education based 

on it
– general and professional degrees 

 Universities of applied sciences 
– pragmatic education for professions that 

respond to working life needs 
– applied research and development 



Why is education seen as 
a key welfare enhancer 
in Finland?
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Education, employment and quality of life
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By reducing inequalities in society, we 
can narrow disparities in wellness and 
health

Start of daycare 
or school

Transition from 
school to studies

Working life Retirement

Importance of transition points

v
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Something to take home with

 Through education, we can increase well-being 
and equality.

 Importance of early interventions and 
transition points.

 Accessible and equal education is a foundation 
for trust and well-being in society.
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Thank you!
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