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AGENDA:

• Who are we: Omnia education partnerships Ltd

• Developing entrepreneurial skills and mindset from K-12 to VET: 

the Finnish Approach

• Case study: Educating Future Entrepreneurs, Saudi Arabia 2019 
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OEP IN A NUTSHELL: WHO ARE WE?
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OEP IN A NUTSHELL: WHO ARE WE?

An ambassador of 
Finnish education 

and training. 

An experienced 
partner for both 

public and private 
sector.

An experienced 
partner for both 

public and private 
sector.

Accredited 
and recognized 

diplomas.
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OUR PAST AND ONGOING WORK

Education reform: leading
the consortium delivering 

services for EDUFI
UKRAINE

Innovation in 
education
INDIA AND 
PALESTINELeadership and 

management skills
for young leaders

SAUDI ARABIA

Entrepreneurship 
diploma

SAUDI ARABIA 
AND UGANDA

Research  and 
development 
partnerships

ETF, ITC ILO, 
UNESCO, UNITAR 

SDGs in TVET
FINLAND

Finnish TVET 
diplomas in 

multiple sectors
EGYPT

Education 
reform

PALESTINE, 
SAUDI ARABIA 

Trainer competence 
development program and 
certification with UNHCR 

UGANDA
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DEVELOPING ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS 
AND MINDSET FROM K-12 TO VET:

THE FINNISH APPROACH
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PROBLEM: 

HOW TO TEACH CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS 

SKILLS THAT WILL BE VALUABLE IN YEARS TO COME?

THE FINNISH APPROACH:
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HOW TO TEACH CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS 
SKILLS THAT WILL BE VALUABLE IN YEARS TO COME?

THE FINNISH APPROACH:

Emphasis: critical thinking and and intelligent problem solving
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HOW TO TEACH CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS 
SKILLS THAT WILL BE VALUABLE IN YEARS TO COME?

THE FINNISH APPROACH:

Creative 
questioning

Learning 
from 

exploring

Learning 
from 

failure

Emphasis: critical thinking and and intelligent problem solving

FINNISH ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION 
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FINNISH ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION
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EMPATHY CURIOSITY IMAGINATIONCREATIVITY
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FINNISH ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION
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EMPATHY CURIOSITY IMAGINATIONCREATIVITY
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A COMMON GOAL

FINNISH ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION
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THE FINNISH EDUCATION SYSTEM TODAY:
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Source: https://toolbox.finland.fi/toolbox

6-year-olds
Compulsory 
pre-primary 
education

0-5-year-olds
Early childhood 
education and care 

Appr. 3+2 years
Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees at 
Universities of 
Applied Sciences

16-19-year-olds
Vocational 
qualifications in 
vocational institutions

16-19-year-olds
Matriculation 
examination in 
general upper 
secondary schools

Appr. 3+2 years
Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees at 
Universities7–16-year-olds 

Basic education in 
comprehensive 
schools

Basic education

Secondary education
Tertiary education

Doctoral 
degrees and 
licentiate 
degrees in 
Universities
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THE FINNISH EDUCATION SYSTEM TODAY:
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Source: https://toolbox.finland.fi/toolbox

6-year-olds
Compulsory 
pre-primary 
education

0-5-year-olds
Early childhood 
education and care 

Appr. 3+2 years
Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees at 
Universities of 
Applied Sciences

16-19-year-olds
Vocational 
qualifications in 
vocational institutions

16-19-year-olds
Matriculation 
examination in 
general upper 
secondary schools

Appr. 3+2 years
Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees at 
Universities7–16-year-olds 

Basic education in 
comprehensive 
schools

Basic education

Secondary education
Tertiary education

Doctoral 
degrees and 
licentiate 
degrees in 
Universities

The Finnish Approach:
Entrepreneurial skills and competences
= a cross-curricular theme
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 

AND PRE-PRIMARY 

EDUCATION
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BASIC 

EDUCATION

SECONDARY 

EDUCATION

Play as a tool towards 
entrepreneurial learning

Participatory citizenship 
and entrepreneurship

Active citizenship and 
entrepreneurship
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 

AND PRE-PRIMARY 

EDUCATION
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BASIC 

EDUCATION

SECONDARY 

EDUCATION

Play as a tool towards 
entrepreneurial learning

Participatory citizenship 
and entrepreneurship

Active citizenship and 
entrepreneurship

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Ability to act with a sense of enterprise and initiative. Ability to achieve a goal. Ability to assess one’s 
own actions and their impact. Ability to be proactive. Ability to create one’s own operating methods.
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• Entrepreneurship is about taking initiative and ownership, and being 
future-oriented and willing to learn also from failures. 

• Finnish entrepreneurial education is focused in fostering creativity, 
empathy, curiosity and imagination. Innovation, risk-taking and 
creative questioning, as well as the ability to plan and direct action 
towards the achievement of goals are all qualities encouraging 
entrepreneurial learning.

• In Finland, entrepreneurship is blended into all education. 
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FINNISH ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION IN A NUTSHELL:
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EDUCATING FUTURE 
ENTREPRENEURS, 

SAUDI ARABIA 2019
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www.oep.fi

20

CASE STUDY:
EDUCATING FUTURE 

ENTREPRENEURS, 
SAUDI ARABIA 2019 
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EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, SAUDI ARABIA 2019

Background
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THE COURSE TEACHER TRAINING
SUPPORT AND 
MONITORING DIPLOMA

The course was delivered by 
local teachers trained by 
Omnia Education 
Partnerships in Saudi Arabia 
and Finland.

The pilot course was divided 
into two parts:

• Entrepreneurial Mindset, 
10 weeks • Planning an Innovative 
Business, 15 weeks

OEP experts supervised the 
pilot schools, monitoring and 
supporting the progress. 

Teachers received online 
support throughout the course 
from each others and OEP. 

The course resulted in a 
Diploma in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, based on 
equivalent Finnish 
standards.

Teachers received a trainer 
certificate.

EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, SAUDI ARABIA 2019

Background
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EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, SAUDI ARABIA 2019

Course contents:

W
orld of 

com
panies and 

startupsM
an

ag
in

g 
fi

na
nc

es
Setting up 
a com

pany

Be
nc

hm
ar

ki
ngCOURSE TOPICS

Semester 1:
Entrepreneurial 

Mindset

COURSE TOPICS
Semester 2:
Planning an 
Innovative 
Business
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EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, SAUDI ARABIA 2019

What was accomplished?

© Omnia Education Partnerships 2022  ┃ www.oep.fi

19 TEACHERS

7 SCHOOLS

Piloting entrepreneurship and 
innovation as a high school subject.

133 STUDENTS

Developing an entrepreneurial 
mindset and skills for business life.

Gaining competence as a trainer in 
entrepreneurship and innovation
.
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64% of students saw 
themselves as 
entrepreneurs in the 
future (compared 
to 28.5% before 
the course)

94% of students said 
the course had 

changed their view 
on entrepreneurship 

for the positive

Student 
recommendation 
of the course: 
4.7/5.0 points

97 % of students 
evaluated their 

learning journey as 
very good or 

excellent
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EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, SAUDI ARABIA 2019

Results:

25 ┃29



The course made 
me realize that 

entrepreneurship is the 
future.

I found out that 
entrepreneurship is 

fun!

I used to think 
that entrepreneurs only reap 
the financial gain, but now I 

realize that it solves a societal 
problem and contributes to 

the human intellectual 
renaissance in various fields.

I simply became an 
entrepreneur.

I realized how to run a 
business, and all of 
that got me excited 

about being an 
entrepreneur.
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EDUCATING FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS, STUDENT FEEDBACK:
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OUR RECIPE FOR SUCCESS:
Training and empowering local 

teachers, to offer their students 
a unique learning journey.
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OUR RECIPE FOR SUCCESS:
Training and empowering local 

teachers, to offer their students 
a unique learning journey.
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LEARN MORE: 
www.oep.fi

CONTACT:

Laura Valojärvi
Lead Designer on Media and Learning,

Omnia Education Partnerships
+358 45 630 6111 

laura.valojarvi@oep.fi

Iikka Upanne
Head of partnerships,

Omnia Education Partnerships
+358 40 563 3126

iikka.upanne@oep.fi
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